
 Public Education Foundation Board Meeting 

Date  Tuesday, February, 2024  Location  Foundation Board Room 

Present Jennifer Brown, Dr. Lauren Cartwright, John David Cervellera, Kevin Christian, Melissa Conner, Lori Conrad, Emily 
Cook, Donna Cress, Ginger Cruze, Todd Duffy, Casey Griffith, William Harris, Karen Hatch, Jennifer Hatchett, Travis 
Magamoll, Michael Mills, Mel Poole, Cheri Potter, Samantha Rauba, Gay Street, Margarete Talbert-Irving (for Dr. 
Gullett), Chris Yancey 

Staff   Meghan Magamoll, Alyssa Gervasi-Lindsey, Diana Scroggie 

Absent Dr. Jennifer Fryns, Stewart Hill, Shelly Ross, Abbey Slaven, Don Umpleby, John West 

Guest(s)  Dr. Sarah James 

TOPIC DISCUSSION ACTION RESULTS 
Welcome & 
Introduction  Samantha Rauba brought the meeting to order at 7:33 am.    

Guest 
Presentation 

  Meghan introduced Dr. Sarah James from Kids City USA Ocala. Dr. James presented her 
new project, Pennies for Play. Pennies for Play’s purpose is to ensure that each MCPS 
elementary school has at least two fixed playground structures. 17 of 31 schools have only 
one playground and three elementary campuses do not have any fixed playground 
structures. Dr. James elaborated on the importance of having these structures on campus 
and how crucial play/recess is to early childhood development. She went over costs for each 
structure and said that once the playgrounds are installed, MCPS Facilities will take 
responsibility of maintenance. PEFMC will manage the funds for this project. 

  

President’s 
Report  January minutes reviewed with no changes or updates noted. Motion: Ginger Cruze 

Second: Kevin Christian Approved 

Program 
Updates 

• Meghan welcomed our 2024 Teacher of the Year – Jennifer Brown – to our meetings 
and shared her speech from the Gala. 

o Thanked Kevin Christian and being the Master of Ceremonies again  
o Asked for feedback from board members 

 Kevin gave kudos to the Foundation staff for pulling off the event, event 
is still amazing even with shorter time frame. 

 Dr. Cartwright – “How can it get any better?” 
• Meghan reviewed PEFMC Updates (handout) 
• Behavioral Mental Health and Wellness: 

o WPHS and BHS principals, along with CTE team, will visit with Palm Beach 
County Education Foundation and Palm Beach Schools (PBS) CTE Director of 
Medical Programs. 

  



o BHS will have the course added to their catalog starting the 2024-2025 school 
year and WPHS starting the 2025-2026 school year. 

o MCPS will be the second county, PBS being the first, to have students 
complete the course and earn their Behavior Mental Health Certification. 

o Certification will assist students who plan to pursue the Mental Health field after 
high school 

• Safe Schools: Melissa Conner will serve as PEFMC Board Member to be included in 
donor conversations regarding Safe Schools support  

• Resiliency:  
o 14 additional schools have received $1,500 in funds with the goal of all schools 

receiving funds by the end of spring 
o It has been mentioned that MCPS is ahead of other counties and is supporting 

more schools/programs than others in the state. 
• TSIC:  

o Scramble had highest turnout in years and raised close to $45,000, with FL 
prepaid matching it brings the total to $90,000 for TSIC scholarships, 

o Goal of 60 students to be selected to receive the scholarships 
o Huge thanks to Travis Magamoll for rallying the troops and Cheri Potter for 

being the board cart girl! 

Committee 
Updates 

• Emily Cook: 
o Gala: Amazing night honoring teachers.  
o Developing the EdCamp to be content that teachers actually want, with teacher 

convos, all led by teachers. 
o EdCamp will be held in the fall of 2024 
o Establishing the committee members – all of 2024 Golden Apple Class 

attended the meeting on 2/15.  

  

Superintendent’s 
Comments 

• Margaret Talbert-Irving attended the meeting in place of Dr. Gullett 
• Two new academies are being introduced to MCPS. The first focusing on AI and Cyber 

Security that will be held at Ft. King Middle and another introducing the IB Program in 
Elementary Schools scheduled at South Ocala Elementary. 

• MCPS has two new partnerships with the University of Florida and University of Central 
Florida. 

• Also mentioned the Stronger Connections Grant which will be used to help our students 
with mental health, attendance, and healthier learning environments. 

  

School Board 
Member 

Comments 

 Lori Conrad stated that she is honored to be on PEFMC’s board and is thankful for all of the 
continued support. She looks forward to what’s ahead. 

  

Board Members 
Comments 

• Donna Cress: Well done on the gala, her favorite part being the teacher speeches 
• Dr. Lauren Cartwright: Suggestion to include the named teachers/mentors as part of 

gala with the finalist, for the audience to see the connection 
  



• Jennifer Hatchett: Great time at the gala. Enjoys our meetings for the positive news in 
our school system and the things we do to help. 

• Ginger Cruze: Thinks we should have a gala every weekend. 
• Melissa Conner: Loved the selfie station! Also, remind the parents and students in your 

life to be kind during the Mad March & Angry April season.  
• Gay Street: Always leaves the meetings overwhelmed with positivity. 
• Cheri Potter: Can’t wait to be a TSIC mentor. 
• Todd Duffy: Congratulations to Jennifer Brown 
• Kevin Christian: Loved the student intros for the gala – kudos to Greg Davis for creating 

the videos for each teacher. 
• Emily Cook: Love to support our teachers and thankful for all of the support through the 

gala. 
• Margaret Talbert-Irving: Brought her daughters to the gala and enjoyed very much. 

Daughters said they wish their teachers were as hands on as our 2024 Golden Apple 
Class. 

• Chris Yancey: Golden Apple was amazing this year. 
• Jennifer Brown: Thankful for the warm welcome, didn’t realize the amount of impact.  
• Travis Magamoll: Thanks for supporting the Moot Thomas Scramble – Dr. Lauren 

Cartwright, Diana Scroggie, and John West. 
• Mike Mills: Huge fan of Jennifer Brown and family. Always a ton to be grateful for. 
• Mel Poole: Fantastic job at the gala. Congrats to Jennifer Brown. 
• John David Cervellera: Resiliency campaign is fantastic. 
• Samantha Rauba: Lots to look forward to, sorry for the long meeting. 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 am 

 


