
 Public Education Foundation Board Meeting 

Date  Tuesday, January 23, 2024  Location  Foundation Board Room 

Present Lindsey Bigelow, Dr. Lauren Cartwright, Kevin Christian, Melissa Conner, Emily Cook, Donna Cress, Todd Duffy, 
William Harris, Mel Poole, Cheri Potter, Samantha Rauba, Gay Street, Don Umpleby, John West, Chris Yancey, 
Ginger Cruze, Dr. Jennifer Fryns, Casey Griffith, Dr. Diane Gullett, Stewart Hill, Travis Magamoll, Michael Mills, Shelly 
Ross, Nancy Thrower, John David Cervellera 

Staff   Meghan Magamoll, Alyssa Gervasi-Lindsey 

Absent Jennifer Hatchett, Abbey Slaven, Karen Hatch 

Guest(s)  Justin Garner 

TOPIC DISCUSSION ACTION RESULTS 

Welcome & 
Introduction 

 Samantha Rauba brought the meeting to order at 7:32 am.    

Guest 
Presentation 

  Meghan introduced Justin Garner from World Equestrian Center - Ocala. Justin shared a 
short video showing a glimpse of the Ocala location and all it has to offer. He shared more 
insight on the celebrity chef’s and how inspiring it was. Justin then spoke to wanting to grow 
Ocala’s hospitality careers and to continue investing in culinary programs for the youth of 
Ocala. Justin then presented a $25,000 check on behalf of the World Equestrian Center – 
Ocala.  

  

President’s 
Report 

 November minutes reviewed with updates to attendee’s present. 

Motion:  
Kevin Christian 

Second:  
Don Umpley 

November 
minutes were 
approved with 
name corrections. 

Program 
Updates 

• Meghan reviewed PEFMC Updates (handout) 

• Safe Schools: 21 schools have been supported, with 16 left. 
o Possible additional donations coming in 
o Thanked Todd Duffy and team for donated time 

• Resiliency: 16 have received $1,500 in funds with the goal of all schools receiving funds 
by the end of spring 

• TSIC: Reviewing applications 
o College tours with CF & MTC on Feb. 22nd. 
o Scramble – still seeking sponsors. Cone donated beverages. 

• Gala: Meghan apologized for missing invites, lots have been lost in the mail or returned 
with no reason. 

 

  



Committee 
Updates 

• Emily Cook spoke about meeting with district leaders about starting professional 
development lead by the Golden Apple Academy.  

• Travis Magamoll noted that the stale dated endowments are active again 

• Joel Brahim from Southern CPA – looking forward to working along side new Account 
Specialist. Reiterated that we were not in the negative as report suggests, it was due to 
fiscal year change in July.  

  

Superintendent’s 
Comments 

• Addressed the increased social media threats and asked that we encourage others to 
focus on education. Ensured that all threats are taken seriously and investigated to the 
fullest extent.  

• Spoke about funds for work force development in schools and about the legislative 
attendance movement.  

• Celebrated Literacy Week and shared story of reading to classrooms throughout the 
week. 

• Critical need with overcrowding and building maintenance. 

  

School Board 
Member 

Comments 

 Nancy Thrower represented the school board. Thrower thanked our board for the warm 
welcome and welcomed any questions that people had. 

  

Board Members 
Comments 

• Mel Poole: Thank you to Lindsey for being with us the past year and wanting to continue 
with the board 

• Donna Cress: Asked for an attendance update from Dr. Gullett, Dr. Gullett stated that 
legislative is working on an attendance movement. 

• Ginger Cruze: Thank you as always. 

• Cheri Potter: Send students to school. As a parent, every instructional minute counts. 

• Emily Cook: Thank you for the EdCamp support 

• Jennifer Fryns: Excited to host the TSIC students on college tours. 

• Todd Duffy: Can’t let the threats scare you or your kids. Also mentioned getting kicked 
out of a Golden Apple Gala because “it’s fancy”. 

• Stewart Hill: Amazed at all the Foundation does. Not enough is asked of the board and 
the Foundation needs to lean on the board more. 

• Kevin Christian: Cheri should record the next Skylert. Gave a shout out to Mike Mills for 
his business mindset of building connections. 

• Meghan Magamoll: Agreed with Cheri Potter and Dr. Gullett. It’s time to have difficult 
conversations with children. Also offered congratulations to Casey Griffith and John 
West on  welcoming new babies and Dr. Gullett and Don Umpleby on welcoming new 
grandbabies. 

 

  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:41 am 

 


