
 Public Education Foundation Board Meeting 

Date  Tuesday, November 28, 2023  Location  Foundation Board Room 

Present Lindsey Bigelow, Dr. Lauren Cartwright, Kevin Christian, Melissa Conner, Emily Cook, Donna Cress, Todd Duffy, 
William Harris, Karen Hatch, Mel Poole, Cheri Potter, Samantha Rauba, Gay Street, Don Umpleby 

Staff   Meghan Magamoll & Diana Scroggie  

Absent Lori Conrad, Ginger Cruze, Dr. Jennifer Fryns, Casey Griffith, Dr. Diane Gullett, Jennifer Hatchett, Stewart Hill, Travis 
Magamoll, Michael Mills, Shelly Ross, Abbey Slaven, John West, Chris Yancey 

Guest(s)  D’Vodrek Ponder and Veronica Branco, Take Stock in Children graduates 

TOPIC  DISCUSSION  
ACTION  

 

RESULTS  

 

Welcome & 
Introduction  

Samantha Rauba brought the meeting to order at 7:32 am.  
  

President’s 
Report  

October minutes reviewed with no changes or updates noted. 

Motion:  
Kevin 
Christian 

Second:  
Don 
Umpley 

 

 

October 
minutes were 
approved as 
presented.  

 

Program 
Updates  

*Meghan began with introducing Alyssa Gervasi-Lindsey as PEFMC’s new confidential 
secretary.  
*Karen Hatchett noted that the last financial meeting went well and that they’re working 
towards improving financials. 
*Emily Cook reiterated that $118,000 in grants were awarded to 33 schools through Grants for 
Great Ideas. Emily stated she enjoyed reading through the grant ideas and that it was a “neat 
experience”. 
*Lindsey Bigelow enjoyed observing our Golden Apple candidates and the experience of 
being on the board the last year. Attended FL Lead Network and was able to speak about 
Marion County being one of the first districts implementing the Resiliency Project.  
*Meghan reviewed Program Updates (handout) 
*TSIC guests – D’Vodrek Ponder Veronica Branco. Veronica spoke to her experience with 
TSIC and her mentor. Mentor and others showed her that there are some adults that care, will 
be an advocate, and loved being in the room with all of the kindness. D’Vodrek spoke about 

  



his Ocala roots and being thankful for all of the assistance that has made it possible to assist 
the college students he works with. FSU is undefeated. 

Superintendent’s 
Comments  

Superintendent was not in attendance. 
  

School Board 
Member 
Comments  

No representation was present from the School Board. 
  

Board Members 
Comments  

 

• Gay Street spoke to the positive impact the Foundation has on our community and shared 
her full circle story of being present when gifting a former coworker with a Teacher to Be 
Scholarship. 

• Melissa Conner reminded everyone to “love on their teachers” as we approach winter break 
and the challenges schools have during this season. 

• Kevin Christian and Todd Duffy reiterated how positive the Foundation is and difference it 
makes for both the younger and older generation in our community.   

• Donna Cress mentioned that our TSIC speakers inspired her, specifically mentioning that 
Veronica’s story “exemplified that the fire within you is stronger than the fires around you.” 

• Many board members expressed their gratitude and thanked D’Vodrek and Veronica for 
their time and stories.  

  

 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:23 am   

 


