
Public Education Foundation Board Meeting 

Date  Tuesday, September 26, 2023  Location  Foundation Board Room 

Present Allison Campbell, William Harris, Emily Cook, Lindsey Bigelow, Cheri Potter, Todd Duffy, Casey Griffith, Kevin 
Christian, Donna Cress, Dr. Lauren Cartwright, Jennifer Hatchett, John West, Ginger Cruze, Melissa Forsyth, Diane 
Gullett, Stewart Hill, Travis Magamoll, Mel Poole, Samantha Rauba, Gay Street, John Cervellera, Michael Mills  

Staff   Meghan Magamoll & Diana Scroggie  

Absent Dr. Jennifer Fryns, Michael Smith, Abbey Slaven, Chris Yancey, Don Umpleby, Shelly Ross 

Guest(s)  Matthew Ganoe and Margaret A. McGuire from Purvis Gray, external auditor  

  Mary Green, Take Stock in Children graduate 

TOPIC  DISCUSSION  ACTION  
 

RESULTS  
 

Welcome & 
Introduction  Samantha Rauba brought the meeting to order at 7:33am.  

  

Guest 
Presentation  

Meghan introduced Matthew Ganoe, Director from Purvis Gray. Margaret McGuire, Audit 
Supervisor also present to answer questions.    

• Matthew reviewed the spiral bound book and highlighted various areas.  
• There were no findings, significant issues, or concerns.  
• Page 8 starts the financial statements and brings the independent auditors report to 

close.  
• Formal letter to the Board included, but anecdotally PurvisGray would like to thank 

PEFMC staff for the preparation, attention to detail, and knowledge throughout the 
process.    

  

President’s 
Report  

Samantha welcomed Donna Cress, Signature Brands back to the Board with introduction. 
August minutes reviewed with no changes or updates noted. 

Motion:  
Casey 
Griffith 
Second:  
Donna 
Cress 
 

 

August minutes 
were approved 
as presented.  

 
Program 
Updates  

Meghan began with Mary’s Celebration of Life update and thanked all the “helpers” for 
blessing this season for the PEFMC “family”.  

  



Jen Hatchett reviewed #Give4Marion and praised Dr. Lauren Cartwright for her initiative within 
our dental community. The $5,000 Florida Credit Union match was a success and we 
exceeded our $10,000 goal by $8,000.  
Meghan reviewed Program Updates (handout) 
TSIC guest – Mary Green spoke to her experience and having her “cheerleader” thanks to 
TSIC mentor.   

Superintendent’s 
Comments  

Dr. Gullett thanked everyone and commended their “How” in getting through our loss of Mary.  
Attendance matters - She discussed research about missing just one day and the dropoff that 
occurs after the third absence. Community groups have been brought together utilizing 
leaders to assist the Attendance Council and more will be coming from them.  
Literacy matters – Dr. Gullett shared research that students not on grade level by third grade 
are four times more likely to not graduate. 
Students from poverty face “adult issues” and this would also affect literacy. Programs like 
TSIC helps to specifically address these at-risk groups.  

  

School Board 
Member 
Comments  

Dr. Allison Campbell highlighted the school board’s activity towards construction on new 
schools and data center. They are also looking to approve MEA contract with change in pay 
scales for multi-year increases.  She also praised the TSIC mentor role that she is recently 
embracing and challenges Board members to become a mentor.  

She did emphasize that the school board has a legislative priority to engage policy change in 
the areas of absenteeism and truancy.  

  

Board Members 
Comments  

 

Donna Cress emphasized attendance and pro-active policies to combat absences and 
truancy.   
Emily Cook highlighted Marion County Teacher of the Year program being unmatched by 
counties around the state. She specifically mentioned that the Rookie of the Year program is 
unique and rare state-wide.  
John Cervellera and Kevin Christian highlighted favorite Mary moments.   
Samantha Rauba reminded everyone that the Food & Wine Festival was coming soon!   

  

 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30am   

 


