
 Public Education Foundation Board Meeting 

Date  Tuesday, February 25th, 2025  Location  Foundation Board Room 

Present Dean Blinkhorn, Dr. Lauren Cartwright, John David Cervellera, Kevin Christian, Melissa Conner, Lori Conrad, Emily Cook, 
Ginger Cruze, Cindy Harper, Karen Hatch, Jennifer Hatchett, Sarah Jacobs, Melissa Kinard (representing Dr. Gullett), 
Michael Mills, Mel Poole, Julie Shealy, Gay Street, Chris Yancey 

Staff   Meghan Magamoll, Alyssa Gervasi-Lindsey, Diana Scroggie 

Absent Donna Cress, Todd Duffy, William Harris, Dr. Charles McIntosh, Cheri Potter, Don Umpleby, John West 

TOPIC DISCUSSION ACTION RESULTS 
Welcome & 
Introduction 

 Mel Poole brought the meeting to order at 7:36 am.  
  

President’s Report • January minutes reviewed with no changes or updates noted. 
 

• Mel welcomed everyone to the February board meeting and discussed board 
member nominations.  
o As we approach the end of the school year, we will be accepting new board 

member nominations. We currently have 4 openings and look forward to 
receiving nominations from our current board members and bringing the 
information before committee. 

Motion: Julie Shealy 
Second: Melissa Conner 

Approved 

Quarterly 
Financials 

• Karen gave updates on the PEFMC quarterly financials. Financial documents were 
given to each board member. 

• Our Year-to-Date financials are in line with where we need to be and over budget, 
with $177,000 more revenue than this time last year.  

• We are still working closely with Joel from Southern CPA regarding account receivables 
and about $96,000 in duplicated invoices.  

• Next step is working on the break-even analysis by the end of the fiscal year. 
• Tools 4 Teaching shows as a deficit, but it is not completely accurate 

o Meghan explained that Tools 4 Teaching has not been accepting 
donations from the Kids in Need Foundation as the items were not needed 
in the store. This is reflected in the report, and it appears that we are down 
revenue from last year. However, this is confusing as the T4T inventory 
donations are in-kind products and not cash.  

  

Executive Director 
Updates 

• Meghan welcomed our new board member – 2025 Teacher of the Year, Sarah 
Jacobs and shared her student intro video from the Golden Apple Gala.  

o Sarah her view of the night and thanked everyone for their part of the Golden 
Apple Gala. She shared her excitement to represent our district, to see PEFMC 

  



from the inside, and helping other teachers through her new role. “It’s been a 
dream!” 

o Meghan then asked for board members feedback and perspective of the 
2025 Golden Apple Gala. 
 Cindy Harper shared that it was her first year attending and that she 

appreciated the execution and efficiency of the event. She also stated 
that the execution was perfect and there wasn’t a boring second! 

 Dean Blinkhorn shared that it’s been a few years since he last attended, 
and it was a huge improvement. Such a wonderful and uplifting event for 
teachers by PEFMC. 

Program Updates • Tools 4 Teaching: 
o Shout out to Signature Brands! They held a school supplies drive to donate to 

Tools 4 Teaching. Representatives from Signature Brands will present the 
supplies and volunteer in the store this coming Thursday, February 27th. 

• Take Stock in Children: 
o The annual Moot Thomas Golf Scramble is coming up later this week, February 

28th.  
 Thank you to our sponsors especially Guest House and Ocala Family 

Dentistry for their unwavering support. 
 Looking for one or two more teams to join the fun! 

o Selections have concluded and we hope to notify the students the week 
before spring break. Thank you to the board members who served on 
selections this year! 
 Gay shared how impressed she was by the students at her schools! They 

were all well dressed and very transparent. 
 Jennifer Hatchett gave praise to LMS and said the students were 

spectacular. 
o In need of a male mentor at Vanguard High School. 
o The TSIC team is preparing for their week in Tallahassee. Mercinda as a L4L 

Fellow and Marissa as the 2025 TSIC Alumni of the Year will join the team in 
Tallahassee for legislative visits and TSIC events. 

• School Business Partners 
o Greenway Elementary Schools is still in need of a School Business Partnership. 

Meghan has also begun discussion on finding partnerships for the three new 
schools  

• We are assisting the MCPS CTE Department with hosting four CPR training courses for 
students in partnership with HCA Healthcare.  

• The Senior Scholarship portal is open, and we’ve already received several 
applications! We even have a few new scholarships this year.  

  

Committee 
Updates 

Jennifer Hatchett – Fund Development 
o PEFMC’s annual bowling night is just around the corner – March 13th!  

 Funds from the event will go to Tools 4 Teaching 
 Please stop by whether to help or just join the shenanigans! Maybe 

even sponsor a lane! 

  



o The Ask event is a high priority.  The event is needed to provide unrestricted 
funds.  

 Jenn and Lauren discussed different theme ideas, locations, and 
possibly a new date. They asked that board members provide any 
feedback they feel would help.  

o Since Lunch and Learns have been difficult to schedule, we will host a 
series of Open Houses at PEFMC in the fall.  

Emily Cook – Golden Apple Academy 
• As always – the Golden Apple Gala was a memorable night with lots of joy and 

excitement.  
o Special thanks to the PEFMC Board for the support to ALL of the teachers at 

the gala, not just the Golden Apple Honorees. Spoke with several of our 
SBTOY’s and SBROY’s and they all felt acknowledged and honored.  

• Looking forward to working with the Apple, Paper, Scissors Committee to plan an 
event for Fall 2025! 

Superintendent’s 
Comments 

Dr. Gullett was not in attendance, but Melissa Kinard attended the meeting in her place.  

• Ms. Kinard stated it was an honor to represent Dr. Gullett at the PEFMC Board meeting 
and was thankful for the opportunity.  

• The Golden Apple Gala was an amazing night and thanked Kevin Christian, Meghan, 
and the Foundation for a monumental event.  

• Ms. Kinard shared that she is grateful for the TSIC Program and to those who served on 
the selections committee and acknowledged the importance of the program for the 
students.  

• The naming process of the new schools is underway! She thanked Kevin for his 
assistance in the process and shared that the name suggestion online forms are on 
the MCPS webpage until February 28th.  

  

School Board 
Member 

Comments 

• Lori shared her amazement of the Golden Apple Gala – even from afar. She also 
shared that Kevin wowed the crowd. Lori also welcomed Sarah. 

• The rezoning meetings for High School CC have begun and will continue over the 
next week. Lori shared her thankfulness for the community's patience as this is new for 
most.  

o She also mentioned that one of the elementary schools is ahead of 
schedule and under budget. 

  

Board Members 
Comments 

• Ginger Cruze shared that HCA came to visit WPHS as their school business partner. 
Kaitlyn Butler and new staff members visited and talked with the HOSA students, who 
asked lots of questions and held a meeting. Ginger said that the HOSA students were 
in charge and impressed both WPHS and HCA staff. 

• Sarah Jacobs thanked everyone again for the opportunity to be on the board and 
represent the district. 

• Julie Shealy also watched the Golden Apple Gala online was very impressed. She also 
congratulated Sarah.  

• Dean Blinkhorn shared that the CEP’s Annual Luncheon is February 26th and will have 
schools heavily represented. 

  



• Chris Yancey thanked the PEFMC staff for their hard work and supporting Meghan 
regarding her personal news shared with the board last month. 

• Mike Mills expressed his amazement at Kevin’s Gala performance. Shared that he was 
wowed, and that Kevin’s performance was awesome to see live. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:51 am. 

 


