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Public Education Foundation Board Meeting
Tuesday, December 2, 2025 Location Foundation Board Room

Dean Blinkhorn, Dr. Danielle Brewer, Erin Buss, Dr. Lauren Cartwright, John David Cervellera, Lori Conrad, Todd Duffy,
Quan Freeman, Cindy Harper, Jennifer Hatchett, Stephanie Hill-Palmer, Wade Martin, Mike Mills, Mel Poole, Cheri
Potter, Dr. Renae Robinson, Julie Shealy, Gay Street, Chris Yancey

Meghan Magamoll, Alyssa Gervasi-Lindsey
Lindsey Bigelow, Donna Cress, Karen Hatch, Sarah Jacobs, Ashley Kemp, John West, Lisa Tzanakis, Don Umpleby

DISCUSSION ACTION

Mike Mills brought the meeting to order at 7:33 am.

Mike welcomed everyone back from the Thanksgiving holiday.

October 2025 minutes reviewed with no changes or updates noted. Minutes:

Motion: Cheri Potter
Second: Quan Freeman
Mike thanked Dr. Brewer and the district for inviting PEFMC to be a part of the district’s
Strategic Planning process.
o He shared that he enjoyed the meeting and appreciated learning more about the
process and noted it was a similar exercise to the PEFMC Data Walk.
o0 The meeting also included data from other counties with student populations
similar to Marion County, allowing for comparison and the opportunity to gather
new ideas and insights.
Meghan thanked Mike for attending the meeting in her absence.
Meghan started her report by thanking Julie Shealy for hosting the PEFMC staff at Gallery B
for a fun painting party! Everyone enjoyed themselves and it was a much-needed night of
fun.
The annual World Equestrian Food and Wine Festival and Celebrity Chef visits were
amazing!
o0 Belleview Middle School impressed Chef Duff Goldman and Chef Yohan Le Bescond
with a large drumline and students lining their walk to the classroom they were
visiting. The video BMS created was shown in the board meeting.

RESULTS

Approved



o Jennifer Hatchett shared her experience working with Chef Kristofer Sullivan during
visits to Forest High School and Osceola Middle School.
= She noted that Chef Sullivan was impressed with both schools, particularly
Osceola Middle School and their food safety certifications.
= Jennifer also shared that local chefs may have greater buy-in and could be
more actively involved with our schools. Chef Kristofer was planning with the
teachers to come back to the classes for more lessons, including pasta making!
0 Each student that was involved in the competition at the WEC Food & Wine festival
received a culinary kit valued at $500.
Other important upcoming dates that was shared at the meeting -
0 Holiday After Hours - December 8th at Symmetry downtown!
o Marion County Children’s Alliance Look Up Marion Summit —
= December 3dthere is Breakfast summit as a community wide initiative and a
MCPS teacher workshop in the afternoon
e During the afternoon workshop, teachers will be provided dinner and
learn about how to use technology in class in the most effective ways.
= Mandee Hamann, the National Speaker for ScreenStrong will speak at both
events on December 3.
¢ |In between events, Ms. Hamann will visit Osceola Middle to speak about
the benefits of reducing screen time. The session will be filed to be shared
through the MCPS Habitudes program.
Program Updates:
0 Tools 4 Teaching
= Partnered with Florida Gulf Coast University to host Teachersgiving at 74T before
the Thanksgiving holiday.
¢ During the normal store hours, we had chance drawings for teachers, fun
bonus items, and goodies for them on the way out. Teachers also had
the chance to speak with Casey Berman from FGCU about furthering
their education. Some teachers even formed small cohorts to take
courses online together!
e Casey enjoyed the event so much that she offered to participate again.
Discussions are underway to host Deck the Hallls at T4T for another
engaging event before Winter Break.
o0 Thank a Teacher
= Surprised two winners in one day!
¢ Huge shout out to Quan Freeman, Dr. Robinson, and Lori Conrad for
joining PEFMC Staff, Golden Apple Academy Members, and MCPS Board
Members at the two surprises!
e The first surprise recognized the September 2025 winner, Kathy Nick, at
Ward-Highlands Elementary School.
0 Brien Weidmiller from Weide Auto also joined the celebration
as Ward-Highlands’ School Business Partner.
e The second surprise honored the October 2025 winner, Lisa Asher, at Dr.
N.H. Jones Elementary School.
0 Meghan shared that the teachers at Dr. N.H. Jones proudly
display the postcards sent to all nominees along the hallway
leading to the administrative area.



0 Take Stock in Children
= Applications have been extended to December 5t due to complications with
the online platform.
= The TSIC team has offered to host application sessions at the schools to help
parents with the technological difficulties
= The annual Moot Thomas Scramble is set for February 20th. Invites and Sponsor
Packets will be sent to the board via email once available
o0 Grants for Great Ideas
= Scores have been finalized and announced to the selected schools/teachers,
totaling in almost $86,000.
= An additional $25,000 was secured through the SECO Grant and distributed to
East Marion Elementary and College Park Elementary to help support the
schools and their Community Partnership program
0 School Business Partners

= We are currently have no schools who are without a partner — we’re at 100%
match for November!
o0 Teacherto Be
= PEFMC Staff was joined by board members Dr. Renae Robinson and Lori
Conrad to surprise the 6 new T2B scholarship recipients!
= Some of the recipients were CF graduates — kudos to Dr. Robinson and her
alumni!
o0 Golden Apple
= Golden Apple Caravan is on December 8th! The board is encouraged to
attend at least one of the stops on the route.
= The Golden Apple Gala is on January 31st. Invitations will be sent via USPS
and email.
o0 The SREY committee have submitted their scores and we look forward to
announcing the winner on the Golden Apple Caravan!
= Thank you to the board members who volunteered for this committee!
e  Erin Buss
Dr. Lauren Cartwright
John David Cervellera
Lisa Tzanakis
Don Umpleby
o The next board meeting is scheduled for January 27t, but is a conflict for multiple board
members due to an annual FCA breakfast event. Meghan asked the board if they would
be willing to move the meeting to Monday, January 26th. The board members in
attendance were in full agreeance.
e Meghan shared more information about the Career Catalyst Grant that was previously
applied for.
o Ifawarded, PEFMC will receive $100,000 to be used to develop programs in
schools to support students going into the Florida’s “high skill, high wage” fields
= |n discussion with to create another Teacher 2 Be scholarship to go with the
grant. The scholarship would still be 72B, but will be for MCPS students who
are going to become teachers. We are working on a partnership with CF to
match the scholarship.




e Dean Blinkhorn volunteered to chair a subcommittee to recruit
sponsors for the new scholarship
Meghan concluded with a reminder of the many ways to advocate, impact, and
develop on behalf of PEFMC.
Golden Apple Academy - Lindsey Bigelow, Golden Apple Academy Chair
0 Meghan shared on behalf of Lindsey who was unable to attend the meeting due
to state testing
= Academy members will be assisting and attending the Look Up Summit
» Members are looking forward to attending the Caravan and supporting
the new class of Apples. Several members will be coming to PEFMC this
week to help assemble more than 100 swag boxes for delivery to school-
based teachers and Rookie Teachers of the Year.
Dr. Danielle Brewer began her comments by sharing her appreciate for PEFMC and
Meghan’s leadership
MCPS has established an Attendance Boundary Council Committee to address the
ongoing issues on the north end of the county

0 The council consists of 13 people made up of MCPS and community members

o0 The role of the committee is to review data from all of the schools in the north end
and make a recommendation to Dr. Brewer by the end of December.

o Dr. Brewer will present the recommendation to the School Board during a meeting
in January

Lori Conrad began her comments by sharing that she will miss serving on the board, as Dr.
James will begin attending meetings in January.

She thanked PEFMC staff for taking the time to create the Thank a Teacher postcards that
each nominee receives, noting that they arrive at just the right time and serve as a
meaningful and encouraging acknowledgment for teachers.

She shared that the north-end conversations will be difficult but are necessary, and
expressed appreciation for the committee for stepping up and providing a fresh set of
eyes.

o This decision is even more pressing as Schools of Hope co-location becomes more
prevalent in neighboring counties. Co-location would allow Schools of Hope to
move into MCPS schools that are under capacity, with MCPS assuming
responsibility.

She closed her comments by thanking the board members and PEFMC staff for all they
continue to do for the district and shared that she looks forward to remaining very
involved.

Gay Street shared about a student who spoke at the MCPS Town Hall meeting held at
North Marion Middle School. The student is new and very shy, but bravely wrote a speech
and presented it at the meeting. Gay thanked Dr. Brewer for giving the student the
opportunity to learn from the meeting and share her speech with the audience.

Kevin Christian shared that he couldn’t imagine what MCPS would look like without PEFMC
and noted that much of their success is due to all that PEFMC does.

Dr. Renae Robinson shared that seeing the growth and support of teachers is inspiring for
her program at CF.

Dean Blinkhorn shared that it is incredible to see how everyone is coming together around
the new grant.



Erin Buss shared her experience serving on the SREY committee. She was pleased with the
diversity of the positions represented and emphasized the importance of recognizing
these roles, as they are just as vital as teachers.

Jennifer Hatchett thanked MCPS for being so willing to include PEFMC. She also asked that
Alyssa send the Advocate, Impact, and Develop information to the board each month so
members can see how they can support PEFMC between meetings.

Chris Yancey shared his experience serving on the Rookie Teacher of the Year committee.
He enjoyed the school visits and shared that the experience reenergized the “why”
behind PEFMC’s work.

Mike Mills took the opportunity to thank Julie Shealy for displaying the Party Birds at
Symmetry and hosting it as a fundraiser for TSIC. Mike also offered to bring coffee and
pastries for the board meeting next month.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:59 am.




