Public Education Foundation Board Meeting

Date Tuesday, April 21, 2026 Location Fordham Early Learning Academy

Present Dean Blinkhorn, Dr. Danielle Brewer, Erin Buss, Dr. Lauren Cartwright, Kevin Christian, Todd Duffy, Quan Freeman, Cindy
Harper, Karen Hatch, Stephanie Hill-Palmer, Dr. Sarah James, Wade Martin, Michael Mills, Cheri Potter, Dr. Renae

Robinson, Julie Shealy, Gay Street, Chris Yancey

Staff Meghan Magamoll, Alyssa Gervasi-Lindsey

Absent Lindsey Bigelow, John David Cervellera, Donna Cress, Jennifer Hatchett, Zanita Hendry, Ashley Kemp, Mel Poole, Lisa

Tzanakis, Don Umpleby, John West

TOPIC DISCUSSION
Mike Mills brought the meeting to order at 7:34 a.m.
¢ Mike welcomed the board to Fordham Early Learning Academy and shared excitement about
hosting the meeting during Foundation Awareness Week
0 Board members were invited to tour the Fordham Forest project following the meeting as
part of a Grants for Great Ideas spotlight
o Jennifer Beck, Principal of Fordham Early Learning and Director of Early Learning welcomed
the board to Fordham and shared her excitement for our board to see everything.
= She noted that PEFMC is the best resource for Fordham and highlighted several
Grant for Great |deas, including the Fordham Forest the board will be touring later
and the library the meeting was held in, sharing that there was nothing when they
first opened and it is now filled thanks to the annual grants.
e Mike thanked Chris Yancey for leading the March board meeting during his absence
¢ Board nominations and the 2026-2027 Slate of Officers were discussed:
0 Board nominations for vacant seats are still being accepted and reviewed
0 Executive Board
= Erin Buss is slated for Treasurer as Karen Hatch rotates off due to term limits
= Jennifer Hatchett and John David Cervellera are expected to remain on the
Executive Committee
= Mike Mills will remain Board Chair for one additional year
March 2026 minutes reviewed with no changes or updates noted.

e Karen Hatch introduced representatives Brian Tully and Matt White from Crippen CPA and thanked
them for their partnership and support

ACTION RESULTS

Motion: Approved
Kevin Christian
Second:
Jennifer
Hatchett



Quarterly financials were presented to the board, noting that revenue is up $553,000 with $336,000
of that being for Tools 4 Teaching
The board was informed that accounting processes and transitions are progressing well
Karen shared that approximately $336,000 in supplies and support has gone directly into Tools 4
Teaching this year
Dr. Danielle Brewer reminded the board that Teacher Appreciation Week is around the corner and
shared that many schools are planning celebrations recognizing all staff members
She shared that state testing season is underway but emphasized that testing is only one data point
in measuring student success
Dr. Brewer highlighted continued growth in Career and Technical Education programs and industry
certifications across the district sharing that we are seeing more certifications than ever before.
She encouraged advocacy efforts regarding the upcoming referendum and shared that
referendum funds have provided approximately $41 million in support this year, noting that those
funds cannot be used for capital projects
Dr. Sarah James shared updates regarding the school start and stop times that will be appearing on
the school board agenda for the April 28t meeting, noting that the biggest change is the 8 am start
time for Eighth Street Elementary
She also noted that MCPS continues to monitor legislative budget discussions and is remaining
conservative with budget planning while awaiting final state allocations
Meghan Magamoll reminded board members that detailed program updates were included in
their board packets
Meghan shared highlights from attending the Consortium of Florida Education Foundations (CFEF)
Spring Conference, including sessions focused on the use of artificial inteligence presented by the
Director of Al at the University of Florida
Meghan highlighted the recent McKenzie’s Moment events and thanked board members who
supported and attended
0 McKenzie’s Moment pledged $175,000 to PEFMC to allocate to MCPS Safe Schools initiatives
Program Updates:
o Golden Apple
= Meghan shared highlights from the Golden Apple Horse Ceremony at Hillcrest School
and congratulated the school community on their celebration
0 Take Stock in Children
= Staff successfully hosted New Student Orientation for the newest students at Madison
Street Academy
= Meghan shared that additional mentors are still needed across several high schools
= TSIC students recently participated in a University of Florida field trip through support
from Wells Fargo
= Signature Brands and Project S.0.S. each committed $50,000 to support TSIC
scholarships and program needs
o Tools 4 Teaching
= Meghan thanked Suncoast Credit Union and Signature Brands for their volunteer
support and upcoming Teacher Appreciation Week sponsorships



= Tools 4 Teaching was selected as the recipient of a Kids in Need Foundation lottery
donation consisting of 16 pallets of Lysol wipes
o Thank a Teacher
= Meghan highlighted the recent Thank a Teacher surprise visit at Fort King Middle
School and thanked the board members who were there to help celebrate Ms.
Martin
o New Worlds Reading Initiative
= Staff worked with three elementary schools to finish out NWRI events for the year:
e East Marion Elementary with over 170 people in attendance
e Oakcrest Elementary was at the maximum with 200 people in attendance
e Emerald Shores Elementary with almost 70 people in attendance
0 School Business Partnerships
= Current partnership vacancies remain at Greenway Elementary and Horizon
Academy
0 Senior Scholarships
= Scholarship applications officially closed on April 14th following an extension
= Staff are continuing review processes and working directly with schools to promote
remaining open scholarships with specific eligibility requirements
e Board was encouraged to contact Diana Scroggie if interested in assisting on
the Scholarship committees
0 Grants for Great Ideas
= Meghan highlighted mini grant support being provided to schools focused on
attendance initiatives
= Board members were invited to tour the Fordham Forest project immediately
following the meeting
¢ Meghan reviewed several ways board members can Advocate, Impact, and Develop in support of
PEFMC over the next month, including mentoring, volunteering, and attending upcoming events
e Erin Buss thanked staff for organizing the Fordham field trip opportunity
o Cheri Potter shared excitement surrounding Teacher Appreciation Week activities and celebrations
e Kevin Christian shared the success of the 25t Annual Student Media Festival and that 9 previous
Student Media Festival winners served as presenters during this year’s event
e Chris Yancey commended the impact PEFMC continues making throughout Marion County Public
Schools
e Karen Hatch encouraged board members to consider becoming TSIC mentors

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:17 am.




