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Take Stock in Children helps students from low-income families achieve academic and personal
success by providing them with volunteer mentors & college scholarships. Take Stock is a statewide
program, locally a part of the Public Education Foundation. Students attending Marion County Public
Schools are selected through a competitive process during their 8th grade year. Students who have
completed all of the requirements of the Take Stock program throughout high school, will receive a 2-
year college tuition scholarship through the Florida Prepaid Foundation/Project STARS program.

T be cliglsle o apply yeour chile MUST
mest {e fellewing erfiters

e 2.5 unweighted Grade Point Average (C+ average or above in all classes)
e Families MUST meet the free/reduced income eligibility guidelines (on back of this flyer). However,
free and reduced lunch qualifying status does not automatically mean a student is eligible.

can include SNAP, TANF or Medicaid benefits statements listing student as a dependent
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September 11", 2026 - Applications available online only at: pefmc.org/scholarships/

All applications will be completed online. If your family has difficulties please see your schools
TSIC coordinator: in the office for
assistance. Applications must be complete by midnight on November 1st, 2026.

¢ Applications must be completed and submitted with proof of income (see otherside for guidelines)

e Families will be notified of their application status by the end of March 2027

e Eligibility does not guarantee a student will be accepted. A limited number of students are
accepted.
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e Attend a Marion County Public School High School and participate in local Take Stock activities
e Maintain a 2.5 Unweighted GPA or above during high school

e Remain drug and crime free and abide by school conduct guidelines

e Meet with a volunteer mentor weekly and participate in College Readiness activities
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Income Eligibility Guidelines [For 2026-2027

Effective from July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2027

HOUSEHOLD TWICE PER EVERY TWO
SIZE ANNUALLY | MONTHLY MONTH WEEKS WEEKLY
1 29,526 2,461 1,231 1,136 568
2 40,034 3,337 1,669 1,540 770
3 50,542 4,212 2,106 1,944 972
4 61,050 5,088 2,544 2,349 1175
5 71,558 5,964 2,982 2,753 1,377
6 82,066 6,839 3,420 3,157 1,579
i 92,574 7,715 3,858 3,561 1,781
8 103,082 8,591 4,296 3,965 1,983
For each 10,508 876 438 405 203
additional
family
member, add

The most recent tax return is the preferred proof of eligibility. When using a tax
return, Form 1040 is the only part of the return needed. DO NOT SUBMIT ENTIRE
TAX FILINGS. The student MUST be listed as a dependent on the form. Eligibility is
determined by Line 9 of Form 1040, total income. Compare Line 9 to the chart
above.

Other acceptable forms of proof of income are below. Access Florida documents
must be provided:

e SNAP Benefits
¢ TANF Benefits
e Medicaid Benefits (Student must have full Medicaid Benefits)

The applicant/student MUST be listed as a dependent on the benefits letter and all benefits
must be CURRENT at the time of application.

Students who are coded to homeless by the school district and/or are a current ward of the
state may also be eligible. Please see the school coordinator with questions.

Please note: total income before taxes, social security, health benefits, union dues or other
deductions should be reported. Take Stock in Children uses the
USDA Free and Reduced lunch eligibility guidelines as a screening tool only.
All applicants will also have to submit financial documents for proof of income.

For more information about the Take Stock in Children program please contact
Diana Scroggie at (352) 671-4165 or email: diana.scroggie@marion.k12.fl.us
or see your school site coordinator.




