
To Parents/Guardians of To Parents/Guardians of 8th Grade Students8th Grade Students

in Marion County Public Schoolsin Marion County Public Schools

  

Take Stock in Children helps students from low-income families achieve academic and personalTake Stock in Children helps students from low-income families achieve academic and personal

success by providing them with volunteer mentors & college scholarships. Take Stock is a statewidesuccess by providing them with volunteer mentors & college scholarships. Take Stock is a statewide

program, locally a part of the Public Education Foundation. Students attending Marion County Publicprogram, locally a part of the Public Education Foundation. Students attending Marion County Public

Schools are selected through a competitive process during their 8th grade year. Students who haveSchools are selected through a competitive process during their 8th grade year. Students who have

completed all of the requirements of the Take Stock program throughout high school, will receive a 2-completed all of the requirements of the Take Stock program throughout high school, will receive a 2-

year college tuition scholarship through the Florida Prepaid Foundation/Project STARS program.year college tuition scholarship through the Florida Prepaid Foundation/Project STARS program.

  

2.5 unweighted Grade Point Average (C+ average or above in all classes)2.5 unweighted Grade Point Average (C+ average or above in all classes)

Families MUST meet the free/reduced income eligibility guidelines (on back of this flyer). Families MUST meet the free/reduced income eligibility guidelines (on back of this flyer). However,However,

free and reduced lunch qualifying status does not automatically mean a student is eligible.free and reduced lunch qualifying status does not automatically mean a student is eligible.  
Families must provide income tax documentation or other qualifying financial documents whichFamilies must provide income tax documentation or other qualifying financial documents which

can include SNAP, TANF or Medicaid benefits statements listing student as a dependentcan include SNAP, TANF or Medicaid benefits statements listing student as a dependent

  

September 11September 11 , 2026 , 2026 – Applications available online only at: – Applications available online only at: pefmc.org/scholarships/pefmc.org/scholarships/thth

  

All applications will be completed online. If your family has difficulties please see your schoolsAll applications will be completed online. If your family has difficulties please see your schools

TSIC coordinator: __________________________________ in the _______________________office forTSIC coordinator: __________________________________ in the _______________________office for

assistance. assistance. Applications must be complete by midnight on November 1st, 2026Applications must be complete by midnight on November 1st, 2026..  
  

Applications must be completed and submitted with Applications must be completed and submitted with proof of income proof of income (see otherside for guidelines)(see otherside for guidelines)

Families will be notified of their application status by the end of March 2027Families will be notified of their application status by the end of March 2027

Eligibility does not guarantee a student will be accepted. A limited number of students areEligibility does not guarantee a student will be accepted. A limited number of students are

accepted.accepted.
  

  

Attend a Marion County Public School High School and participate in local Take Stock activitiesAttend a Marion County Public School High School and participate in local Take Stock activities

Maintain a 2.5 Unweighted GPA or above during high schoolMaintain a 2.5 Unweighted GPA or above during high school

Remain drug and crime free and abide by school conduct guidelinesRemain drug and crime free and abide by school conduct guidelines

Meet with a volunteer Meet with a volunteer mentormentor weekly and participate in College Readiness activities weekly and participate in College Readiness activities

To Parents/Guardians of 8th Grade Students
in Marion County Public Schools

 

Take Stock in Children helps students from low-income families achieve academic and personal
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If selected for a Take Stock in Children Scholarship,If selected for a Take Stock in Children Scholarship,
you & your child will sign an official contract and pledge to:you & your child will sign an official contract and pledge to:

If selected for a Take Stock in Children Scholarship,
you & your child will sign an official contract and pledge to:

Your Child Might Be Eligible for a College Scholarship!Your Child Might Be Eligible for a College Scholarship!  Your Child Might Be Eligible for a College Scholarship! 

  If you meet the eligibility requirements,If you meet the eligibility requirements,
please note the following dates:please note the following dates:

 If you meet the eligibility requirements,
please note the following dates:

To be eligible to apply, your child MUSTTo be eligible to apply, your child MUST
meet the following criteria:meet the following criteria:

To be eligible to apply, your child MUST
meet the following criteria:



Income Eligibility Guidelines For 2026-2027Income Eligibility Guidelines For 2026-2027Income Eligibility Guidelines For 2026-2027

The most recent tax return is the preferred proof of eligibility. When using a tax
return, Form 1040 is the only part of the return needed.  DO NOT SUBMIT ENTIRE
TAX FILINGS. The student MUST be listed as a dependent on the form. Eligibility is
determined by Line 9 of Form 1040, total income. Compare Line 9 to the chart
above.

Other acceptable forms of proof of income are below. Access Florida documents
must be provided:
 

SNAP Benefits 
TANF Benefits 
Medicaid Benefits  (Student must have full Medicaid Benefits)

  

The applicant/student MUST be listed as a dependent on the benefits letter and all benefits
must be CURRENT at the time of application. 
 

Students who are coded to homeless by the school district and/or are a current ward of the
state may also be eligible. Please see the school coordinator with questions. 

Please note: total income before taxes, social security, health benefits, union dues or other
deductions should be reported. Take Stock in Children uses the

USDA Free and Reduced lunch eligibility guidelines as a screening tool only.
All applicants will also have to submit financial documents for proof of income.

For more information about the Take Stock in Children program please contact
Diana Scroggie at (352) 671-4165 or email: diana.scroggie@marion.k12.fl.us

or see your school site coordinator. 


